129 Main Street, East Berlin 
, 1893 


Frederick William Lang (1850-1915) was born in Prussia 
and immigrated in 1870, a bread dealer, & Emma 
Louise Hoffman (1852-1938) was born in Germany & 
immigrated in 1871. 


Victorian 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 083 
1893 Fred Lang current owner: William &June Duksa_ Victorian 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. Sketch 


1893 current owner: He Yuhan 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


In the 1890s The Berlin Iron Bridge Company was expanding and this 
led to a real estate boom. Fred W. Lang purchased land from Mary 
Bunce and build four adjacent Victorian houses which he rented to the 
lron Bridge employees. According to the 1891 Berlin Agricultural Fair 
Bulletin, Fred Lon ran a bakery cart to Kensington, Berlin, East Berlin, 
Westfield, and West Cromwell from the corner of Hart & Hawkins 
Streets in New Britain. 


Genealogy 


Frederick William Lang (1850-1915) was born in Prussia and immigrated in 1870. He married Emma 
Louise Hoffman (1852-1938) the daughter of Karl Hoffman & Louise Gerlach. She was born in Germany 
and immigrated about 1870-1871. He was a bread dealer in New Britain. They had children including 
Emma, William, Lillian, Alfred, and Fred. They are buried in Fairview Cemetery, New Britain. 

He built 129 Main St., East Berlin circa 1893. Purchased land from Mary O. Bunce. Presumably rented to 
Bridge Co. workers. He ran a bakery cart to Kensington, Berlin, East Berlin, Westfield, and West 
Cromwell from corner of Hart and Hawkins Street, New Britain three times a week with all kinds of 
bakery supplies furnished at short notice. 1891 Berlin Agricultural Fair Bulletin 
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#083 Ls Cnr | Do Acnet Li Potenst 


“1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 


Fred W. Lang House 


OWN'CITY tt OUNTY 
3 |_ Berlin East Berlin - Hartford 
= R NO NUMBER (and? or location) 
< 7 - 
¥ 129 Main Street 17-4/151A/32 
= [OWNER Wiltiiam: T'.. & 
- 
é Duksa, June W. ba as East Berlin 06023 Crubtic [X] privote 
ray - USE (Preseni) (Historic) 
Residence Residence 
*ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE YES, EXPLAIN 
topustic:| Lives Jno Cres Kno 
"STYLE OF BUILDING DATE OF CO RUCTION 
Victorian Vernacular c. 1893 
8. RIALIS) (Indicate use of location when appropriate) 
h : 
LD) clepboord C )Asbestos Siding {) Brick Bs Pmecity) _Vinyl siding 
‘foundation 
| Wood Shingle Clxcci att Siding E} Fieldstone 
O Board & Batten O Stucco 0 Cobblestone 
OD Aluminum Concrete oO Cut stone 
Siding 1 Type: — 
5 RUCTURAL SYSTEM 
(x) Wood frame OD Post and beam O balloon 
O Lood bearing masonry DO Structural iron or steel 
CD other (Specity) 
TO ROOF ATYP) 
(x) Goble O Flor O Monsord 0 Monitor oO sowtooth 
Other 
z 0D Gombrel O Shed (J Hip Oo Round (Specify) 
° 
3 (Material) 
= Roll 
o oO Wood Shingle O Asphalt I Tin il Slate x) Gable end to the street 
w Other 
o (x) Asphalt shingle 0 Built up O Tile (]ispcety) O Ridge parallel to the street 
11. NUMBER OF STORIES| APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
26" x 23° 
ONDITION (Nite tial? Thali) 
O Excellent (x Good C Foir oO Deteriorated DO Excellent fx) Good ee) Fair ‘a Deteriorated 
V3. INTEGRITY (Lin ationd (Alterations) iF YES, EXPLAIN 3 
iginol 
an a [X] ves [Jno 
REL D OUTBUILDIN OR L 0 P URES 
DO Born i} Shed OD Garage ie Other londscope features or buildings (Specify) 
Corti 
|B, Rausee Lj Shop 0 Gorden 
1S SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT . 
ey Open lond hg [x] Residentiol i) Scottered buildings visible from site 
dus- 
0 Commercial aus ie Rural ‘ ix) High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AN URROUNDING 


In an area of East Berlin with many Victorian houses. 
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DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


SIGNIFICANCE 


OURCTS 
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PHOTOGRAPHER 5 
11/84 
NEGATIVE ON FILE 
iE ac cle, 
NAM DATE 
storic Resource Consultants § [12/84 
etcolttArmory 4 
55 Van Dyke Avenue 
“Tautete connecticut 06108 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


This house has a three-bay facade with nested front gables and a right 
entry. The left gable, which takes up two bays, projects slightly. 
Its rakes are within those of the higher main gable. The full-width, 
one-story, flat-roofed front porch has a molded rail above a diagonal 
stickwork railing with small, drilled rectangular panels. The turned 
porch posts have jigsawn brackets and a plain frieze. Window 
detailing is obscured by modern siding, but old 2-over-2 sash remains 
in place. There is a small round-headed attic light in the left-front 
gable. Vergeboards are found on both front gables and that of the 
left ell. They have central recessed panels and are supported at the 
rake ends by jigsawn brackets with incised lines and recessed panels. 
The roof features exposed rafters with rounded ends. 


ne a ee se i ce wee 


Ci ORICAL OR RCHI U [ts POR 


This house is significant as a fine surviving example of the Victorian 
Vernacular style. Modern siding does little to obscure the wealth of 
ornamental woodwork that is the hallmark of Victorian Vernacular 
houses. In addition, the house is historically significant as one of 
a large number built in East Berlin between 1885 and 1895 during the 
expansion of the Berlin Iron Bridge Company into an organization of 
national stature. Fred W. Lang built this house and three other adjacent 
houses about 1893. He retained ownership, and presumably rented the 
dwellings out to Bridge Company workers. Lang purchased the land from 
Mary O. Bunce, perhaps the most active individual in the East Berlin 
real estate market of the 1880s and 1890s; he died in 1915. The 

three adjacent houses are still extant, but are more highly altered. 


/ 


Berlin Land Records 44:168 (1892) 


